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How Do Affective Brain — Computer Interfaces Understand Emotion?

Basic Emotion or Constructed Emotion

WU Xue — mei
(School of Philosophy and sociology, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The challenges faced by affective brain — computer interfaces (aBCls) in understanding dynamic emo-
tions demand clarification of the definition of emotions from the perspective of the philosophy of cognitive science.
Currently , proponents of basic emotion theory argue that the theory of constructed emotion not only fails to establish
the cultural relativity of emotions due to the lack of necessary procedural interventions in its experimental design,
but also that there is evidence suggesting emotional knowledge is not acquired through cultural inheritance. Howev-
er, based on an analysis of texts related to the theory of constructed emotion and advances in the philosophy of cog-
nitive science, these criticisms fail to undermine the validity of its arguments. The absence of procedural interven-
tions in the theory of constructed emotion is rooted in its reliance on the bidirectional interaction between emotion
and cognition to ensure the accuracy of conclusions. Moreover, considering that the theory of constructed emotion
discusses emotions on the basis of relational realism, the conclusion that emotional knowledge is culturally inherited
holds true. Insights from the theory of constructed emotion regarding emotion instances and cultural inheritance can
assist aBCls in understanding dynamic emotions and enhance their ability to interpret emotions specific to particular
cultures.

Key words : affective brain — computer interfaces; basic emotion; constructed emotion
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