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from the perspective of knowledge can free us from the limitations of the ethnic research paradigm, enabling us
to be more effective not only in promoting a corridor social community, but also in building an autonomous

knowledge system for the study of the geographic corridors in China.

Keywords: area of cultural mosaic, cultural heritage, autonomous knowledge system

Reformation and Restructuring in the Taxation and Corvée System in County-level Society on Pas-

sageway Zones: A Case Study of Xihe County in the Qing Dynasty 112
Tai Wenze

Abstract: Examining the reforms in the taxation and corvée system since the Ming and Qing dynasties may serve
as a crucial entry point for understanding the structural transformation of early modern Chinese society. From
the perspective of passageway, this paper investigates corvée administration reforms in the Qing Dynasty in Xihe
County - a strategically located “thoroughfare” (chong) administrative division in the contiguous region of
Shaanxi, Gansu, and Sichuan, described as “a route connecting Shu and Han” and “a path linking to western re-
gions inhabited by ethnic groups.” The study reveals that passageways, by integrating the societies of such “thor-
oughfare” (chong) administrative regions into the broader “passageway world” constructed by their routes, si-
multaneously placed them within a larger network of power relations (center vs. frontier / dynastic rulers vs. reb-
els). Under the pressure transmitted through this interconnected passageway world, officials and common elites
in corridor societies developed a profound “consciousness of the passageway world.” They actively engaged in
institutional adjustments to balance interests in intra- and inter-county corvée administration. Through continu-
ous mediation between urban and remote rural areas within the county, as well as in inter-county corvée inter-
ests, this process reinforced both the integration of county-level society and the state’ s control over localities.
Thus, it reproduced the restructuring of Chinese society at the county level against the backdrop of strengthened

centralization of the state power in the Qing era.

Keywords: passageway zone, county-level society, corvée system reform, Xihe County, structuring

HUMANITIES

Dual Construction of “the Central Kingdom” and “the World Under Heaven”: Foundation of Chinese

Classic Politics and Education 132
Liu Wei

Abstract: The origin of the dichotomous system of “Zhongguo (the Central Kingdom) - Tianxia (the world under
Heaven)” begins with the significant event encapsulated in the saying “Zhou, though an old state, has received a

Mandate to renew itself”. In Zhou’ s replacement of Shang, the Heavenly Mandate (tianming) demonstrates its
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