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Confucianism with the basic standpoint being compatible with Zhu Xi, Lu Jiuyuan, and Wang Yangming while
giving priority to Zhu Xi. He clearly affirmed Neo-Confucianism, yet he put himself neither in the School of
Cheng-Zhu nor in the School of Lu-Wang, but approved and criticized the both. Concerning the relation between
Meng Wentong’s thought on Neo-Confucianism and practice on self-cultivation with him personally after 1949, it
can be said that Neo-Confucianism was almost an internal belief for Meng in his later life. He continually wrote
diaries on Neo-Confucianism for years but never published them, and Neo-Confucianism became his spiritual

sustenance. At this point, he seemed to coincide with Neo-Confucianists in the Ming-Qing period.

The Mohist Canon and Huishi’s “Ten Propositions of Matters” Tian Baoxiang

Previous studies of Hushi’s logical method and polemics mainly focus on his debate with Zhuangzi. Yet
through comparative research in a perspective of intellectual history, it can be seen that Huishi’s theory received
more influence from the Mohist Cannon. On the one hand, the concepts and themes discussed in his “ten
propositions of matters” such as similarities and differences, sizes, heights, existence, and infinity, were
responses or refutations to the Mohist Canon and later Mohist schools. On the other hand, his theoretical
methods were also inspired by the Mohist Canon and later Mohism. Compared with the research approach
concerning “debate between Zhuangzi and Huishi”, taking the Mohist Cannon into consideration will be more

beneficial for clarifying the outlook and evolution of Chinese logical method and polemics in the pre-Qin times.

The Studies of Mohist Ethical Thought in the Past Century:
With a Discussion of the Debate between “Utilitarianism” and “Divine Command Theory” Nie Tao
After the research paradigm of interpreting Chinese culture with Western elements” were established and
used by scholars as Liang Qichao and Hu Shi, the concepts of “Benefit” and “Heaven” in Mozi have gradually
showed the interplay and tension between Chinese and western cultures. This has attracted Christians who
focused on both Christianism and Mohism during the period of Republic of China, and also drew attentions from
scholars at home and abroad that hold the view of “utilitarianism”, and further this started a long-term debate

> and “divine command

between those who interpreted Mohist thoughts from the point of “utilitarianism’
theory”. The studies of Mohist ethical thoughts can be divided into three stages: coexistence, evolution, and
debate, in which the point of “utilitarianism” and “divine command theory” is taken by an established paradigm
at first, and then the textual background and meanings of Mozi are attached importance so as to reach self-
consistency between them in Sinologists’ researches, and finally touches the boundary of the research paradigm

”

of “interpreting Chinese culture with western elements” in the studies of Mohism. According to the author, for
the modern interpretations of Mohism, it is not proper to let Western theories take the hegemony, or to simply
advocate the return to Confucian classics or textual researches and proofreading. It is necessary to explore a

research method of mutual-learnings through focusing on the inherent logic and features of Mohist thoughts.

The Writing Position and Historical Value of China in Convulsion :

Arthur H. Smith and the Gengzi Incident Guo Daoping

Arthur H. Smith experienced, participated in and recorded the Gengzi Incident. China in Convulsion has
long been considered as an important reference on the Boxer Movement. As an early result of the studies on the
Boxers, it provides a way of social-historical analysis on the origin research, which is in contrast to Lao
Naixuan’s famous book in 1899, and enlightens the idea that emphasizes the role of local militia on the same
topic. As a detailed record of the siege in Beijing and a comprehensive writing of the Gengzi Incident, it is also a
representative work of American China studies during that time. Besides, China in Convulsion reveals some
clues of changes in the feelings and views of the author. Smith shows a kind of sympathy and understanding in
his attitude towards the resistance of the Chinese people, and his belief in Western civilization is also wavered.
Meanwhile, there are still inherent contradictions in Smith’s criticism of imperialism. In the whole picture of

Smith’s Chinese writing, China in Convulsion should be an important turning point.



