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On the Methodological Consciousness of Liu Zong-

zhou’s Interpretation of The Analects from the
Perspective of Yi Jing (The Book of Change)

Han-Ching WANG

Professor, School of Philosophy and Sociology, Lanzhou University, China

Abstract: The Scholarly Records of the Analects is central to our
understanding of Liu Zong-zhou’s thoughts from the early to middle parts
of his career, which is characterized by the mixture of Yi Jing and The
Analects. With this approach, Liu Zong-zhou showed his concern about
Confucius’s declaration that one would not make big mistakes if he learns
Yi Jing after fifty; and such concern was gradually developed into the last
part of his philosophical career, the representative statements on the
Confucian theory of evils. On the other hand, we could see clearly the role
of Yi Jing as the ontological theory whereupon to construct Liu’s
metaphysics while the metaphysical foundation of The Analects underlies
Liu’s thoughts by means of Yi Jing. Therefore, the way of yi (change) is
realized in The Analects as the way of heaven and forms base of the
consistent way, while the central methodological consciousness of The
Scholarly Records of the Analects is exactly the consistent way, displaying
his claims of “maintaining and developing the value meaning of the mind
and fulfilling it in all things and creatures,” “restoring the value meaning
of all creatures” and the “creative transformation between heaven and
earth as the projection of one’s mind.” Furthermore, the methodological
consciousness of the “consistent way” consistently becomes the
methodological foundation of Liu Zong-zhou’s discourses on cultivation,
realistic concerns, the way to govern and the sagely state with regards to
The Analects.

Key Terms: Liu Zong-zhou, The Analects, Yi Jing, Methodological
Consciousness, The Consistent Way
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